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ABSTRACT
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK
ECONOMIC INTEGRATION OF RUSSIAN REFUGEES IN THE
ATLANTA METROPOLITAN AREA
The economic integration of almost 500 Russian
Jewish refugees who immigrated to the Atlanta metropolitan
area in the period 1973-1985 is evaluated as a function of
the time of immigration, language, and professional skills.
The necessary data have been obtained from the personal
files of the refugees of the Atlanta Jewish Federation, the
agency responsible for their resettlement.
Within the sample, the distinction has been made
between the working families and those of the elderly that
are receiving Social Security supplemental income, in order
to assess possible differences in their acculturation pat¬
terns. The data have been analyzed, assuming as an index of
economic integration for the working families, the time
necessary to buy a first home, and to move out from the
apartment complex where they were firstly settled by the
Atlanta Jewish Federation.
The average time necessary to buy a house was found
to be of about three years with a variance of eight months.
The data have confirmed the expected positive correlations
between the time necessary to buy a house and professional
and language skills acquisition. The economic integration
variable seems to match the results obtained in other cities
in the United States, making the sample reasonably homo¬
geneous with those studied in other cities of the northeast
of the country. The attitude of the Soviet refugees in
Atlanta toward their Jewish heritage has been found to be
marginal after more than three years in this city.
It is concluded that major discrepancies existed
between the expectations of the American Jewish community
and those of the Russian Jew refugee arriving in the United
States. This might have been a contributing factor in
reducing the mutual acculturation process, that was
expected to occur within the Jewish Community of Atlanta, to
levels below those detectable with our statistical method.
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I. INTRODUCTION
Yet I am not for refusing to admit them entirely
onto our colonies. All that seems to me necessary
is, to distribute them more equally, mix them with
English, establish English schools where they are
now too thick settled,...
(Benjamin Franklin to Peter Collinson, May 1753).
More than 100,000 Russian Jews entered the United
States during the decade between 1970 and 1980. In the
period between 1975-80 the Russian immigration was in the
second place after that of the Asian, with 662,000, and
constituted about 12% of the total refugee flow to the U.S.
The Table 1 shows in detail the flow of refugees in the
United States from 1975 to 1983 divided by place of pro¬
venience (Bureau of Refugees, 1984). The peak years were
1979 and 1980. The average age of the Soviet refugee was a
little higher than 30 years old; they were almost evenly
composed of men and women; 15% were in their sixties and
older; and 13% were children of school age. The question of
whether or not these immigrants should be classified as
refugees is a continuing debate. The term "immigrant" indi¬
cates someone who leaves his former place of residence
voluntarily. In contrast, a "refugee" is one who is com¬
pelled to leave his home country without taking his or her
"will" into account.
The above arguments raised the question whether
these immigrants were leaving the' Soviet Union for religious
reasons or merely because they are a minority ethnic group
Table 1
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in the U.S.S.R. In the case of Russian Jews, different
sociologists arrived at opposite conclusions in their
assessment on the level of persecution that the Jews were
subjected to in the Soviet Union, Dublin (1977) stated that
Soviet Jews were not the target of persecution prior to
their application for exit visas; therefore, they should be
considered immigrants. Voitoshevsky (1977) added that
**their motivation for emigration was much more 'normal* than
that of the Jewish groups of other times and countries were
often running after their lives". A more careful analysis
has been reported by Bernard (1976) who points out that
"they have felt intellectually stifled, politically
oppressed, economically or culturally regimented, and to
such an extent that they believed they were compelled to
leave and could no longer stay even if they were tempted to
do so for other motives."
"The American Jewish Community, in keeping its tra¬
ditional mandate to rescue and resettle into their own
communities their fellow Jews" (Rubin, 1975), has claimed
the responsibility for Soviet Jewish resettlement and accul-
tura tion. In fact H.I.A.S., the Hebrew Immigran t Aid
Society, is the refugee and migration agency of the
organized Jewish community in the Uni ted S ta tes. In
resettling both Jewish and non-Jewish clients H.I.A.S. uses
facilities provided by Jewish Federations and their direct-
service agencies, such as Jeyish Family Services, Jewish
Vocational Services, and Jewish Community Centers, in almost
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every city across the country. In the period 1975-1983
H.I.A.S. assisted about 110,000 refugee arrivals, 45% from
the Soviet Union and the rest mostly from Southeast Asia
(Bureau of Refugee Program, 1984, pp. C-13,18). In national
resettlement, the Council of Jewish Federations coordinates
the efforts and acts as the planning agency in United States
and Canada. In the specific case of the Soviet Jews, they
have been resettled in the various cities around the country
depending on the local availabilities of job, assistance
facilities, and presence in the city of similar e thnic
groups. As a result of this policy the Atlanta Jewish
Federation resettled about 5% of them in the Atlanta me tro-
politan area, where originally there was not a Russian
community. Since no statistical evaluation has been done so
far on the resettlement program in Atlanta, and in the
limits of our literature search in any other city of the
southern United States, we feel that the subject is worth¬
while to be documented.
The objective of this thesis, performed on data
filed in the archives of the Atlanta Jewish Federation
(A.J.F.), is to try to estimate the acculturation of the
Russian families resettled in Atlanta and to discuss some of
its characteristics.
Two major aspects will be discussed in particular:
the statistical evaluation of the success of the resettle¬
ment program of A.J.F. and the integration of the families
within the Atlanta Jewish Community.
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From a statistic analysis performed in the period
1977-1980 (H.I.A.S., 1980) it appears that 61% of the entire
Russian immigrant population was employed in the Soviet
Union; and in that group, 24% were professionals (against an
average of refugees in the same period of 13.2%, Bureau of
Refugees Program, 1984); 16% were engineers; 8% were tech¬
nicians; 16% had white collar, managerial, or service jobs.
This is concrete evidence that they were predominant highly
skilled immigrants, for whom it is usually harder to find
equivalent employment in the U.S. labor market (Koosed,
1981). Interestingly among the Soviet refugees, the pro¬
fessional group is dominated by women, that comprising 66%
of that group, while men comprise 88% of the blue collar
workers.
From the standpoint of the integration of the
Russian families within the American Jewish community
already in 1979, Leivy Smolar (1979) was questioning the
real goal of the Federation, Agency, and synagogue in the
process. In fact, even admitting that the Russian refugees
*'as the immigrants of 100 years ago want to make a better
living, not to be better Jews, today's (Soviet)
immigrants do not have a Jewish identity." We must ask
ourselves if our task is to "Americanize" the immigrants or
to "Judaize" them or both." He was also discussing: "The
first warning signal is when a family moves out of a Jewish
neighborhood. The next warning signal is when the children
no longer attend Hebrew school."
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In summary, the resettlement of the families
occurred under particular circumstances, where the
resettlers had objectives and expectations somewhat dif¬
ferent from those of the resettled. These features add
interest to the subject as viewed at large within the
context of the European migrations in the United States. We
shall discuss the success of the resettlement program by
looking at the number of the families that have been able to
purchase a personal home or to move out from the Russian
neighborhood where they had been initially resettled, the
hypothesis being the one that successful economic integra¬
tion of the Russian refugees in Atlanta can be estimated
from the time interval occurring between their arrival and
their purchase of a personal home. This will be correlated
with the level of their skills in the new language and in
their profession, treated as independent variables. The
role of the Atlanta Jewish Federation that took the actual
responsibility of their resettlement in the first few months
of their arrival will be filtered out by taking time
intervals of three years.
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II. REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means
suggests in this contention that we have free trade
in men. Yes, men are on the free list. They cost
us not even freight. Yet how they swell the
revenues and help to pay the debt of the country!
They are raised from helpless infancy, through
tender childhood, and trained to skilled labor in
youth in other lands, and in manhood, allured by
higher wages and freer institutions, they come to us
and are welcomed to citizenship.
(William Kelly, of Pensylvania, speech delivered in
the House of Representatives on March 25, 1870.)
The president of the United States, Ronald Reagan,
recently reopened the dialogue with Russian governmental
officials on major political issues among which is the human
rights question. Therefore it is of interest to re-examine
the status of Russian refugees coming into this country for
religious freedom. In fact, Rita Simon's survey on the
refugee in Chicago (1980) has shown that Russians have
settled in the United States for less religious and more
socio-economic reasons. While it may appear that about 83%
of Russians feel themselves to be Jewish and are very inter¬
ested in learning their heritage, many of them still believe
that this country offers them economic opportunities not
easily accessible to them in any other country but the U.S.,
and certainly unattainable to them in their mother country
of the U.S.S.R.
The majority of the Jews who immigrated into the
U.S. belong to a subgroup of Jews who claim various geo¬
graphic locations as their point of origin. For example.
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93% of them were originally from the Republic of Ukraine,
Russian Soviet Federal Socialistic Republics (RSFSR), and
Byelorussia (White Russia).
Gitelman (1978) labeled this group of Jews as
"heartlanders”, and in his opinion they are the furthest
removed from the Jewish heritage and traditions. They occu¬
pied prominent roles in Soviet technological and scientific
research, but at the same time they were denied corres¬
ponding political roles. In his well documented review on
the Russian refugee acculturation, Koosed (1981) enphasized
the fact that very few of the refugees that were physically
able to work had problems in finding and keeping a job in
the U.S., and that in a period of a tight American economy,
they were blamed for stealing job positions from Americans.
Therefore, the perceptible backlash that many American Jews
have displayed against Soviet Jews underscores some of the
difficulties that these two ethnic groups face in adjusting
to and on working with each other to accomplish their common
goal of successful Soviet Jewish acculturation. Neverthe¬
less, it looks like this is an almost unavoidable problem,
common to most of the previous immigration flows occurring
during periods of relatively high unemployment rates in the
United States (Abbott, 1969; Teitelbaum, 1980).
From the side of the Soviet families, the immigra¬
tion process is very troublesome, and can be regarded as a
major transition in their lives (Golan, 1981). In fact, the
blow of accepting a job far below the qualification and
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experience level of the Soviet Jewish breadwinner may place
family unity under great strain. In Table 2 (Bureau of
Refugee Program, 1984) the comparison is reported of the
current and previous occupational status of all the refugees
in the country of origin and in the U.S. By comparing this
table with the high percentage of professional-managerial
occupations of the Russians in their country of origin, it
can be seen how employment for the Soviet refugee might have
been statistically a major reason of personal dissatisfac¬
tion. Therefore, it is understandable how the stress on the
Russian families may be further exacerbated by social
Table 2
Current and Previous Occupational Status
Occupation In Country of Origin In U.S.
Professional/Managerial 13.2% 5.4%
Sales/Clerical 43.3% 21.7%








Farmers and fishers 15.9% 1.8%
(from Bureau of Refugee Program, 1984)
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barriers that insulate the family from the community at
large, and also by the greater ease of children in acquiring
and integrating the necessary acculturation skills and roles
while the parents lag behind. This latter fact is also one
of the contributing factors in the establishment of refugee
children's antisocial behavior (Fairchild, 1933; Fisher,
1979).
By looking at studies performed on the subject in
various places in the U.S. (Kaufman, 1980; West, 1980;
Saltman and Krohngold, 1980), it seems that Soviet Jewish
youth defending itself from real or imagined feelings of
rejection is reacting by accentuating its difference rather
than attempting to conform to an alien culture. As in the
case with American adolescents, Russian teenagers are very
sensitive to peer pressure. However, Russian teens are sub¬
ject to an additional source of pressure arising from the
socioeconomic and political environment in which they were
raised. Therefore this group, isolated and rejected by
others, insulate themselves from their families and from
American adolescents who surround them; their negative
feelings about themselves increase and cause greater
feelings of alienation. However, in the specific case of
the Soviet youth in Altanta, it seems that there have been
far less problems in comparison with other cities (interview
with Mr. Leonard Cohen, director of the Jewish Family
Services of the A.J.F.). A possible reason can be found in
the fact that the Russians are in general very competitive
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(pokazukha-showmanship). Contrary to the other cities
studied, the majority of the Russian refugees resettled by
the Atlanta Jewish Federation have been placed during the
resettled phase in the same apartment complex within the
Atlanta metropolitan area. In the Russian neighborhood of
Atlanta, there were not other minority groups to compete
with; therefore, the Russian children felt just isolated
from the others. An additional possible cause could have
been due to the famous sequence of murders occurring at the
beginning of 1980. Because of this, the Russian parents in
Atlanta might have preferred to send their children to the
private Jewish School that was provided for no charge or, in
the later years, for a small fee by the Jewish Community,
rather than to the public schools.
Only within the perspective of this scenario of
possible individual, familiar, and cultural problems is it
meaningful to interpret the statistical data on accultura¬
tion and economic integration of the refugees.
In order to start discussing the possible dependence
of the measured variables on our sample, it is worthwhile to
look at some of the statistics available for this period on
the general population of the refugees. Table 3 reports the
effect of English language proficiency on labor force parti¬
cipation and average weekly wages (Bureau of Refugee
Program, 1984). From the table it appears that labor force
participation varies from 25% for those non-speaking English
up to 63% for those fluent; even more significant is the
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Table 3
Fatterna In th« Adju«fent of
Southeaet Asian Itafageea
Length of Realdenee in Months
0-6 7-12 13-18 19-24 25-30 31-36 over 36
Labor force
participation 12.0Z 33.9Z 42.5Z 38.0Z 45.4Z 52.5Z 63.9Z
Uneoployaent 83.6Z 67. SZ 28.4Z 29.8Z 18. IZ 17.7Z 15.5Z
Weekly incoae
of eaployed
persons $151.50 $116.88 $153.77 $134.49 $163.50 $166.10 $223.70
Percent in
English
training 57.9Z 53.IZ 35.6Z 38.5Z 32.6Z 35.9Z 14.6Z
Percent in
ocher training
or schooling 23.7Z 15.9Z 33.7Z 35. OZ 24. OZ 31.72 30.4Z
Percent speaking
English veil
or fluently* 27. 6Z 18.4Z 37.9Z 38.7Z 30.1Z 38.9Z 62.8Z
Percent speaking





ance* 77. OZ 81.3Z 64.0Z 61.6Z 67.7Z 49.4Z 32.OZ
Note: All except tha aaterlaked figures refer to the population aged sixteen and
over* The asterisked figures refer to the entire population.
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effect on the unemployment rate that drops from 36% for
those with no English ability to 13% for those who are
fluent. Figure 1 (obtained from data contained in Bureau of
Refugee Program, 1984) shows year of entry to the U.S.
related to the trend of unemployment rates among the refu¬
gees in the years 1982 and 1983. It appears that in the
years with average unemployment of 8.5 to 10% the average
rate of unemployment drops from 60% for the newcomers to 13%
for those with 13 years of residence in the country.
Therefore, the factors that have been assumed to
positively influence the acculturation process are the time
of immigration, the professional level, and the communica¬
tion skills. Also in our specific case, the time of immi¬
gration is considered an independent variable; but in
effect, we have to consider that the few first Russian
refugees resettled in Atlanta did not find a community from
which to learn. Those that came later instead have found
help in their integration from the others.
For the working age group, we have chosen as the
dependent variable of economic integration, their moving out
from the original Russian neighborhood where they have been
resettled by the A.J.F. Since this coincided with 90% of
the cases purchasing a personal home, we can assume that in
our sample, dispersion and home ownership basically are the
same. Nevertheless, we have to use some specific considera¬
tion. Again, those that came before others had to realize
by themselves that they could buy a house; the others might
UNEMPLOYMENT(%)
14
Fig. 1 Rate of unemployment for the refugees in the United
States for the years 1982 and 1983 as function of the year
of immigration.
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have received the information almost at the beginning, so
they might have been encouraged to save their money and not
change for a better apartment till they were ready to move
into a house. In the Soviet Union, the salary is saved on a
short-term basis to buy "leisure" objects (e.g. crystal,
western clothing and shoes, books, stylish furniture, etc.)
and there is not a need for long-term savings (house,
retirement, hospital care in case of an accident or serious
illness, higher education, etc.). Therefore, considering
time as an independent, unweighted variable might be ques¬
tionable even though it has been taken in three-year
intervals.
The profession has been preferred to the educational
level because, as discussed by Koosed (1981), the equiva¬
lence between the titles in the U.S.S.R. and the U.S. is not
always simple and it might be subject to personal interpre¬
tation of the caseworkers. Nevertheless, the categories of
work in the U.S. may also be affected by external factors
not related to the real personal skills such as personal
appearance, aggressiveness, etc. There are two major fac¬
tors that deserve consideration on this subject. One is
that Russian men and women have a very idealized concept for
job position because this was given respect in their home¬
land. Second, they have a high fear of losing a job since
the problem does not exist in the U.S.S.R. and to be
unemployed is unacceptable (beside being punishable in the
U.S.S.R. by law).
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The parameter of the language could also be affected
by external factors. It is well known that the elderly have
more difficulty in learning a foreign language and they are
lacking in external stimuli related to jobs and social
relations. For instance, we might consider that single
refugees who were married in the U.S. (to other Russians)
might have had more opportunities to communicate outside the
Russian community during their premarital period; some
others might have studied English in school in the U.S.S.R.,
and so on.
Religiousness has been taken as an dependent vari¬
able for the subgroup of the elderly since none of them
moves out from their place of resettlement. As an accul¬
turation index, this variable would be affected by the
necessity felt by the elderly to attend social events and as
a way for breaking their loneliness. In addition, we wanted
to check the behavior of this variable because it is rele¬
vant for the Jewish Community to better understand the
feelings toward religion of the Russian refugees in the U.S.
The number of children attending Jewish school and
those that had circumcision or Bar Mitzvah has also been
estimated in order to gain some insights on the actual
attachment of the Russian families to their Jewish heritage.
This set of variables measured on the Soviet
refugees will help in understanding the short and long term
impact of the A.J.F. policies developed during the
resettlement program.
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The A.J.F. had the function to resettle the families
of the refugees, and to help them in integrating themselves
within the community. In the case of the immigration of the
size of that under consideration, the A.J.F. of Atlanta, as
well as many other agencies in the country, had to
reorganize itself with considerable effort in order to be
able to handle the unusually large number of newcomers.
This required to solicit, organize, and direct an unusually
large volume of human and material resources. In Appendix A
has been included a copy of the description of the
"Resettlement and Jewish Acculturation Program" of the
Atlanta Jewish Federation. This document helps to under¬
stand the policy followed by the agency in the case of the
Soviet refugees and, at the same time, its relatively fast
evolution. Therefore, when we shall discuss the variables
of economic integration of the refugees, we shall be able to
estimate the practical impact of the resettlement policies.
Likewise, when we shall discuss the variable of religious¬
ness, we shall be able to evaluate how effective has been
the program for their acculturation.
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III. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
Columbia the free of the land of my birth
And my paths have been all on American earth
But my blood is as Irish as any can be,
And my hearth is with Erin afar o'er sea.
My father, and my mother, and friends all around.
Are daughters and sons of the sacred old ground;
They rambled its bright plains and mountains among,
And filled its fair valleys with laugh and with song.
(T. D. Sullivan in the Irish American Almanac,
New York, 1874, pp. 30-31.)
This thesis makes a partial attempt to show how some
of the more general American features have been felt by the
Russian Jewish refugee and how such feelings influenced
their behavior in the acculturation process. Since economic
integration is a necessary prerequisite for the development
of any acculturation, and it occurs in shorter timescales,
in principle, it is possible to obtain a rough estimate of
the time scale of the acculturation if the hypothesis is
made that both processes can be represented by the same
mathematical function. For instance, if a regular law of
the kind exp(-t/T) is chosen, where T is a time constant
that depends on the process, let.us say T1 for the economic
integration and T2 for the acculturation, then the unknown
value of T2 can be estimated by computing the ratios between
the variations in economic integration and acculturation in
a given time interval. Therefore, measuring economic inte¬
gration and some other parameter of acculturation whose
trend is much slower, but that can be considered to occur at
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the same speed, we can cautiously extrapolate the trend to
the future, always keeping well in mind the limitations and
the circumstances affecting the estimate. Almost all the
Jews at their arrival in the U.S. are atheist and they
remained such, so that no one suitable parameter could be
found to measure the process of mutual acculturation of
American and Soviet Jews during the systematic analysis of
the files. No one of those in the working age group
resulted to be attending synagogue more than once a year.
Therefore, in order to evaluate the actual amount of inter¬
action that occurred between American and Soviet Jews during
the nine-year period, we have isolated the group of the
elderly and that of the children attending school because
they are the subgroups that seemed more amenable for this
kind of statistical analysis.
It is possible to have a feeling on the social and
religious interests of the Russian refugees by looking at
the reports on the attendance at various events organized by
the A.J.F. over the country for facilitating the accultura¬
tion of the Russians. These events were dealing with some
major topics such as "Soviet Jewry acculturation", "develop¬
ment of opportunities to involve Soviet Jewish immigrant in
Community decision making", and "establishment of self-help
groups and programs which enhance Russian Cultural pride".
Those programs that resulted to be most successful have been
those focused on the Russian and Jewish culture and
religion; those least successful instead were those intended
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to develop the direct participation of the refugees to
organize programs or those that included religious celebra¬
tions with special entertainment programs for Americans and
Russians (Rubin and Abramson, 1980). For the subgroup of
the elderly, attendance in synagogues has been chosen as an
acculturation parameter because it can be considered an
indication of the extending of their social behavior into
the American Jewish community. For the children of school
age, the fact of attending Jewish school- or performing
circumcision or Bar Mitzvah could be considered an index of
the desire of both them and their parents to recover part of
their Jewish heritage.
In this work, we will make the assumption that
economic integration as well as any significant successive
life-style improvements occur in characteristic times of the
order of three years. That is, we are assuming that the
majority of the immigrants did not significantly change
their professional skills or education in this period of
time (T=3 years). Studies made in Israel on Soviet immi¬
grants, and studies made in the U.S. on all the immigrants
in the period 1975-1983, have shown that three years can be
considered the minimum time necessary for the refugees to
achieve, on the average, some economic independence.
Furthermore, contrary to what happened in other cities, in
the specific case of the Russian refugees in the Atlanta
metropolitan area, no professional training school program
has been organized for the refugees. The courses that were
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part of the resettlement program were those of basic English
language. The courses were intended to provide the atten¬
dees with basic communication skills useful for self-
sufficient living in the U.S. The refugees generally
attended the courses during the first three to six months
after their arrival into the country. Therefore, we shall
consider these courses as non significant for professional
improvement, and not affecting our results taken in three
year averages.
From the report on the Refugee and Resettlement
Program (1984), the paramount influence of the language
skills appears clearly. In fact, as it was shown in Table
3, the unemployment rate varies from 25% for those with no
English language skills to 12.8% for those capable of
speaking fluently.
The second independent variable considered to affect
the acculturation is the professional level and third, the
communication skills. In effect, the language is influenced
by the educational level of the individuals, since people
with a higher education are also more likely to further
improve their language facility beyond the basic (through
reading and communication with more educated people).
In the subgroup of the working age people, the
dispersion parameter will be taken as an economic integra¬
tion index. Dispersion will be defined as the moving of
individuals or families from the Russian apartment complex
where they have been resettled. Questions should be raised
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whether or not this can be considered an appropriate
indirect measurement of acculturation. We shall see in what
follows that the majority of those that moved out from the
neighborhood actually have been able to buy a personal home.
On one hand, refugees who have moved out have shown their
need not to be in close contact with their Russian neigh¬
bors, and thus have partially lost that sense of the origi¬
nal ethnic community. They have come to realize that they
can make major decisions outside the suggestions received by
the A.J.F., and we can look at this as the beginning of
their independence. Additionally, they have shown to have
understanding of the banking systems and economical guide¬
lines, all areas totally new. On the other hand, the pay¬
ment of a mortgage involves tax deductions not allowable on
apartment rental dues. This last fact might have both
positive and negative effects. The negative aspect ,comes
because some decisions might have been forced upon the
refugee before he truly uderstood the rules associated with
such decision-making. Nor might these refugees have been
ready to understand the meaning and responsibilities that go
along with home ownership. Yet the positive aspects of some
understanding of the tax structures and deductions of this
country can be considered a significant adaptation effort
for Russian refugees. In fact, all taxes in the U.S.S.R. as
well as social security, health care and retirement are paid
off directly from the salaries without filing income tax
23
statements and they are generally labeled all together as
fixed deductions.
Figure 2 shows the axim of our theoretical framework
where the three variables of time of permanence, profession,
and communication skills simultaneously contribute to the
dependent variable of the dispersion.
Figure 3 shows the different patterns followed by
the interactions between the American Jewish Communities and
the Soviet refugees. These are considered to be the primary
patterns for the acculturation of the groups during the
first 5-10 years from their resettlement.
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Fig. 2 Theoretical scheme proposed for the Russian refugees




Fig. 3 Scheme of the interactions between the considered
subgroups of the Soviet refugees (working parents, children,
and elderlies) with the social environment: continuous lines
- strong interactions; broken line - weak interaction.
26
IV. METHODOLOGY
The interest of the Russian Jews toward Judaism, and
their acculturation within the American Jewish community,
will be discussed with the help of the subgroup of the
elderly and of the children. The sample of the Atlanta
metropolitan area Russian refugees can be considered ethno-
logically and culturally homogeneous with other samples,
since their composition is very close to the average of the
other groups resettled in other U.S. cities. This study
will analyze the available data obtained on the about 120
families resettled in the Atlanta metropolitan area by the
Atlanta Jewish Federation. The size and the characteristics
of the city of Atlanta are the major differences between
this study and the others. In fact, in Atlanta before the
year 1970 there was no Russian community that could be
defined as such, and the size of the city along with the
number of refugees immigrated after 1970 certainly did not
allow for the development of job opportunities within the
Russian community. Therefore, our sample will have the
characteristic that the majority of the interactions of the
Russian refugees occurred with other immigrants resettled
i
under similar circumstances and period, and with Americans.
The interactions with immigrants of other ethnic groups, or
with Russians who immigrated more than 20 years ago are in
our sample minimized. This fact makes the sample different
from others and therefore will particularly address and
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stress some of the characteristics of the acculturation
process under analysis.
The acculturation of immigrants is a long process
with no well-defined time of beginning and ending. Never¬
theless, social scientists have developed the so-called
Campisi Scale and Information Scale (Koosed, 1981; Bernard,
1976) in order to objectively measure the improvements in
acculturation over a period of time of ethnic groups. Both
scales have essential variables: association, language
usage, self-perception, food habits, desire to acculturate,
and identification. The information scale includes, in
addition, tests designated to assess the amount and the
nature of information regarding aspects of the American
culture possessed by the respondent, in order to avoid
volunteer or involunteer wrong responses.
In our study the values of the variables are
obtained from the personal files of the refugee that have
been collected by the caseworkers of the A.J.F. Therefore,
these files may have the advantage of being reasonably
objective; but, since they were compiled for different pur¬
poses, they did not contain in all the cases all the infor¬
mation that might have been desirable for this study, or
however necessary to assign values to all the parameters of
a Campisi scale.
After the close examination of the files, we have
reduced ourselves to select for the study only those vari¬
ables that could be evaluated simultaneously on the largest
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majority of the cases. This appeared to be the best compro¬
mise in order to keep relatively high the number of vari¬
ables, without being forced to exclude too many samples from
our population. We have discretized the variables in
reasonably coarse intervals in order to average out possible
random errors that could be due to subjective estimates of
the different caseworkers and, more importantly, to keep
within reasonable limits the population of the cases present
in each interval.
Due to the limited number of the available cases,
some of the conclusions proposed can be considered quantita¬
tive or semi-quantitative. Nevertheless, we feel that they
are generally applicable to the majority of the Russian
refugees in the U.S. since our sample can be considered
having all the basic mean properties of other groups present
in other cities of the U.S. One of the major limitations of
this study will be intercomparing and interpreting the
results which will be obtained for the acculturation of the
working age group (about 50%) with that of the elderly
(about 25%). The group of the elderly that are receiving
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) will be considered as a
control group for the estimates of religiousness and of
social interaction-Jewish acculturation of the refugees. In
fact, this latter group does not have the problem of eco¬
nomic integration that could somehow lead to incorrect or
non-veridical interpretation of data collected on the
working families.
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It has been shown from other studies in the past
that economic integration is faster than acculturation and
occurs in characteristic times of three years. Time of
permanence from immigration was considered in the Russian
refugee resettled in Atlanta in the period 1973-1985 in
intervals of three years (1973-76, 1976-79, 1979-82,
1982-85).
The occupation parameters of husbands and wives have
been divided into the categories of low and high blue collar
workers, and low and high white collar workers. So, for
example, accounting and secretarial work have been con¬
sidered low white collar workers; managerial or scientific
and highly technical occupations at engineering level or
above, high white collar workers. Engineering, technical
repair, and maintenance occupation, truck drivers, etc. have
been included in the category of the high blue collar
workers. Low blue collar workers include hairdressers,
seamstresses, and stockroom assistants. The numerals 1-4
have been assigned to each category and the values have been
added together. The refugees that are working in their own
business have been classified as high blue collar workers.
The language skills for these individuals and for
husbands and wives have been classified as follows:
very good 3 (fluent)
good 2 (capable to communicate without dictionary)
poor 1 (elementary vocabulary) \
0none
30
and added for husbands and wives. In order to coherently
maintain this classification also in the case of the elderly
that notoriously have more difficulties in speaking a new
language, during the estimates on the language skill, we
have tried to give less importance to the pronunciation and
more to the actual capacity of the individuals to properly
communicate verbally and in writing.
Similarly for the mobility parameter the following
values have been assigned:
moved within 3 years 3
moved after 3-6 years 2
moved after more than 6 years 1
never moved out 0
For the attendance to synagogues, for the subgroup
of the elderly we used the values:
always 3 ( on a weekly basis)
sometimes 2 ( monthly)




During this study we have analyzed data files of 497
individuals composing about 120 family units. Some of the
cases have been excluded because the information contained
in their files was insufficiently detailed for fulfilling
the requirements of our data. In addition, we have excluded
the refugees that were resettled in Atlanta from other
cities of the United States, and the few cases of marriages
that occurred between Russians and Americans. Following
this procedure we end up considering only 68 singles and
families with 69 children of school age (24 girls and 45
boys), and a group of 22 elderlies.
In order to properly perform the regression analysis
between the discussed independent variables and the depen¬
dent variable, we had to assess first the actual indepen¬
dence among the chosen independent variables. It resulted
that language skills and occupation have a certain degree of
correlation. The regression coefficient resulted to be
equal to b=0.32 with a correlation coefficient r=0.44. The
regression coefficient can vary between -1 and +1 (-1 for
variables highly negatively correlated means that while one
variable is increasing the other is decreasing, +1 means
that both variables are simultaneously increasing or
decreasing). The regression coefficient can be interpreted
as the slope of the line relating the two variables and
»
depends on the units used to express the two variables.
32
Therefore, b would have been close to 1 (45“ line) if the
language parameter had been expressed in a scale three times
wider. The finding that language skills and occupation
level are related is not a surprising one and has been
discussed previously. Non significant correlation appeared
to exist between these two independent variables and time.
This confirms that if a relationship exists for only a
period that can be considered short in comparison with the
time units considered (three-year intervals).
Table 4
Acculturation and Selected Independent Variables
on 68 Families of Russian Refugees
r b <x> s(x)
Language skills 0.43 0.38 1.8 0.6
Professional skills 0.34 0.22 2.1 0.9
Time of immigration 0.01 0.02 - -
Number of cases: 68
The correlation coefficients for all the variables
are relatively marginal since they are all smaller than 0.7.
But, still, the correlation with language and occupation can
be considered indicative in the context of social studies
with number of samples of the order of hundreds. It is
interesting to note that language skills are more correlated
to mobility than to professional levels. Even considering
that this difference is relatively insignificant and it is
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present in two variables that have been shown to be posi¬
tively correlated, still the tendency could be interesting.
In fact, it seems that language more than income determines
the decision of buying a home in the Russian family, once
they are economically integrated. By looking at the mean,
professional levels of the refugees (2.1, a little higher
than high blue collar workers) and to its variance (1.7) we
can deduce that 66% of the families has an income ranging
from between the equivalent of a single low white collar
worker and a single high white collar worker (since in 97%
of the families both husband and wife are working). That
is, husband and wife by working together did not have signi¬
ficant limitations in their income towards buying a home;
their language skills had also been an important condi¬
tioning factor. The relevance of this result does not have
to be overestimated since it might have been also introduced
by possible larger inaccuracy of our professional classifi¬
cation than in the language skills.
The correlation with time has been proven to be
insignificant. This is interesting and might deserve some
further investigation with more accurate data. In fact,
either or both of two things might have been happening: one,
that the period necessary for saving a downpayment for a
home has been a fraction of three years, and few preferred
to have a downpayment higher than the minimum required.
Secondly, very few felt that with time, significant improve¬
ment in their economic conditions would come. This latter
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fact coincides with Koosed's observation that culturally,
the Russian refugees can hardly conceive professional
improvements through horizontal shifting, and they feel that
professional improvements can come mostly from vertical
movement inside the same corporation like that in the
U.S.S.R.
We estimated the interest of the Soviet families
toward their Jewish cultural heritage through the religious
education they are giving to their children. It resulted
that overall 60% of the children of school age are receiving
some form of religious education or are attending religious
schools. This figure probably slightly underestimates the
true value because we have added also the boys that had
circumcision performed by a Rabbi, and the girls do not have
an equivalent ceremony at their birth.
Table VI summarizes the results of the simple corre¬
lation between language skills and religiousness of the
elderly refugee group. The total number of elderly con¬
sidered was 62, but only 22 had either language skill or
religiousness larger than 0. In the 22 cases considered,
the correlation coefficient -0.2 is puzzling. If signifi¬
cant, it indicates that less religious individuals are also
those who acquired better language skills, leading to the
conclusion that religiousness is not an indicative parameter
for the acculturation of the considered group.
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Table 5
Religiousness and Language Skills
in the Elderly Russian Refugee Subgroup
r b <x> s(x)
Language skills: -0.24 -0.28 0.7 0.2
Number of cases: 22
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VI. CONCLUSIONS
This research, even though limited in the data base
and in the representativeness of the population considered,
provides preliminary information on some of the characteris¬
tics of the Russian refugees in the Atlanta metropolitan
area. The measurements on the economic integration of the
Russian refugee are scarce in general, and practically non
existent for any of the communities of the Southeast; there¬
fore, as a beginning it has been of interest to assess the
mechanics of the process through the major variables of
time, language, and professional level.
The average professional level of the Soviet refu¬
gees appeared to be higher then the average of the refugees
that have been resettled in the U.S. during the period 1975-
1983 and in agreement with estimates made in other cities.
It has been confirmed that they had on the average a suc¬
cessful economic integration combined with a good level of
Americanization in a time span of a little shorter then
three years. Specifically, they have been able to achieve a
basic knowledge and understanding of an economic system
totally different from that of their country of origin.
This shows that in the acculturation process of the immi¬
grants, some elements of the culture of the host country can
be assimilated by the immigrants within times that are
comparable with those necessary for their economic integra¬
tion. Therefore, the term acculturation as a term designed
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to describe the process of homogeneization of immigrants
with the new society is proven to be rather vague and impre¬
cise for the measurements. This thesis reports an example
that shows how it is important in the measurements of accul¬
turation to specify acculturation in respect to what, and
how questionnaires on acculturation should be also accom¬
panied by parallel statistics on the general understanding
of the society at large on the same subject.
On the basis of the reported findings, we can con¬
clude that the resettlement program of the Atlanta Jewish
Federation, supported by private donations and by grants of
the Federal Government, has been successful in a way totally
comparable with that of other cities. This is especially
important when considering the little exposure to foreigners
the city of Atlanta had at the beginning of the 1970's.
The religious interest of the Russian refugees has
been estimated separately for the families and for the
elderly that had some previous religious exposure. The sub¬
group of the elderly did not have the problem of the eco¬
nomic integration that might have been expected to nega¬
tively influence the attendance of synagogue of the working
families. Nevertheless, the level of actual religious
interest in the latter group resulted to be very low. On
the contrary, a surprisingly high attendance of the children
to major religious ceremonies and to Jewish school (60%)
seems to indicate that the Jewish families preserved after
the immigration much of their Jewish feelings and identity.
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The characteristics of religiousness of the elderly
group are hard to interpret. In fact, while almost 1/3 of
them is attending the synagogue with some regularity, it has
been impossible to understand if there was any indication or
effect of an associated social interaction with the other
members. In fact, no significant correlation has been found
with the language skills of the Russians. Therefore, the
amount of the interactions the refugees are having with the
Jewish community of Atlanta seems to be relatively minor.
From this kind of analysis it appears that the acculturation
process between the group of the Russian Jewish refugees
and of the American Jews has been almost insignificant,
since it left minor long-lasting measurable traces in the
social behavior of the group of the immigrants. Traces
might appear later on their children, since 60% of them
received in the past or are still receiving some Jewish
education. The actual relevance of this fact in the long
term can be hardly estimated at the moment.
On the basis of this experience, it is possible to
conclude that the programs for the integration of the Soviet
Jews in the Atlanta Jewish Community did not meet the expec¬
tations. Probably, the goals of the program were not
clearly depicted, even though they were among discussion, or
the immigrants coming from the Soviet Union were not ready
for actively participating in the community. In fact, they
are coming from a country where the "problem of making
friends" does not exist, and the need for participating in a
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community is not felt. It is possible instead that the need
for a community may arise in the refugees when they recog¬
nize the limits of their own ethnic group, and when they
leave it for moving into other neighborhoods. That could be
the time when an offer for participating in a community
might find them ready to accept it and to understand its
advantages. At partial support of this hypothesis we can
observe that a few Soviet refugees, mostly singles, seem to
be joining at this time Christian Communities. Even though
this process might be influenced by other factors such as
the larger size and visibility of the Christian Communities
and the fear of the refugees to be subject to other unknown
forms of racism, this fact indicates that a positive
response could be obtained at least for some of the working
age group. This new kind of policy would be in full agree¬
ment with the recommendations for the acculturation of
immigrants outlined by Abbott (1969).
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APPENDIX A
JEWISH FAMILY AND CHILDREN'S BUREAU
Resettlement Program - Prooram OescriDtion
In 1973 the Jewish F!ainily and Children's Bureau initiated its program
to service Russian retugees. Historically, the Agency has been very
involved in the resettlement of Jewish refugees, as well as Ugandan,
Vietnamese and Chilean refugees, in the process of facilitatino a
healthy adjustment to a new way of life. The resettlement of tive
Russian individals in 1973 was the stepping stone of what has 'become
a growing project of the Jewish Family and Children's Bureau of the
Atlanta Jewish Federation.
In the middle of i97Rt the USSR relaxed its policy on allowing Jews
to leave the country. Consequently, many Jews have been granted exit
visas. Thus, the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS), the coordinat¬
ing organization for Jewish migration, requested that all American
Jewish communities consider carefully the number of Russian immigrants
they could resettle. This appeal was of major importance, as the
larger numbers of refugees were in need of communities in which to
make their new homes.
Atlanta, as well as many other Jewish communities, thus faced a diffi¬
cult issue; namely, how many more Russian immigrants could it resettle
in a year's period of time. Fortiinately a special block grant was made
available through the United States government which would aid Jewish
communities in resettlement. On a formula matching fund basis some
$94,000 was provided by the government and about $116,000 by the
Atlanta Jewish Federation, which approved the resettlement of 150
Russian immigrants in the block grant period from October 1, 1973
through September 30, 1979. This figure represented an almost 300%
increase over the number of immigrants resettled in 1978. Since
October, 1978, the Jewish Family and Children's Bureau has resettled
134 Russian immigrants, with the majority having arrived in Atlanta
since March 28, 1979.
Up to the present time, the responsibility of Russian resettlement was
handled by distributing cases to each member of the professional staff
of the Agency who handled other types of cases. When the decision was
made to triple the resettlement caseload, it was felt that a depart¬
mentalized unit, which specialized in the skills of resettlement, might
be necessary in facilitating a more rapid and efficient resettlement
process.
Thus, the Resettlement Program of the Jewish Family and Children's
Bureau was formed. This unit is presently being staffed by a
Program Coordinator/Suner'/isor. a four-fifths time graduate Social
Worker, a Translator/Case Aide oaid bv CETA. a three-fifths time
Volunteer Services Coordinator, a three-fifths time Secretary and
a one-fifth time volunteer Case Aide.
With the multitude of services needed to resettle .150 people adequately
the limited staff of the Jewish Family and Children's Bureau undertook
a cooperative effort with other Jewish communal service agencies and
has mobilized its resources to develop and implement a comprehensive
resettlement program.
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Part of this mobilization included the development of active lay and
professional subcommittees that have functioned under the auspices
of the Jewish Family and Children's Bureau Resettlement Committee and
under a city-wide Resettlement Task Force.
1. Housing ~ A Housing Committee was formed to assist the
Jewish Family and Children’s Bureau is obtaining more
apartments for our newcomers, due to the problems of
low vacancy rates and unavailability of apartments, re¬
strictions on renting to families with children and es¬
calating rentals. This committee is composed of eight
Jewish community members who own apartment complexes in
the city. Through the efforts of this committee, ade¬
quate housing in appropriate locations, and at fairly
reasonable rental levels, has been arranged prior to the
arrival of each family. In addition, m^my of the apart¬
ment owners have been most cooperative in allowing the
Agency to put apartments on a "hold" status in order to
accommodate families who arrive on short notice.
2. Health Ser’/ices ~ The Jewish Family smd Children's Bureau
has always had excellent cooperation and help from the
Jewish medical, dental, legal and paramedical communities.
Professionals in these disciplines have seen not only
Russian clients, but have also seen economically indigent
clients on a gratis basis on referral from the Agency.
with the increase in Russian arrivals, however, there was
a need to expand the numbers of volunteer medical person¬
nel, as well as to deal with the problems of health care
planning including costly inpatient care and laboratory
costs. Thus, a Health Services Committee was formed.
This committee is comprised of twenty people representing
all medical specialites, dentistry and optometry.
3. Volunteer Corps — The National Council of Jewish Women
(NCJW) has been a vital arm in the resettlement process.
Historically, they have coordinated the furniture collec¬
tions received from tax-deductible donations. In addition,
they also coordinate the distribution of furniture to new
Russian households, as well as setting up the new homes
with dishes, silverware, linens, and the first night's
meal. The National Council of Jewish Women conducts
monthly volunteer orientation and training sessions, and
works closely with the Volunteer Coordinator at the Agency
in referring potential friendly visitors and ESL volunteers
A volunteer Case-Aide is now coordinating a transportation
pool to assist the Agency in transporting Russians to
special medical appointments, as well as to the Social
Security office. Food stamps office, etc.
4. English Language, Education and Jewish Aectilturation -- Rep
resentatives from each of these areas sit on the city-wide
task force. They also sit on the Interagency Resettlement
Team. These programs will be discussed under the aforemen¬
tioned heading.
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Another aspect of our mobilization effort has been the development
of an Interagency Resettlement Team. The followdLng agencies are
represented on the team
1. Jewish. Family and Children Bureau - serves as the CO'^
ordinating agency for resettlement in thei Atlanta Jewish,
community. It is the responsibility of the Jewish. Tamily
and Children's Bureau to assess^ the general resettlement
needs Ci.e., adjustment problems, housing, clothing,
financial assistance, etc.I, language heeds, educational
needs, socialization/recreational needs, and religious
needs. Once the assessment is made, the Jewish Family
and Children's Bureau assists the family by connecting
a family with an appropriate agency or resource that
offers a program to help meet the assessed need(s).
A primary focus of service is the area of helping immi¬
grants adjust to the losses they experience after they
leave the USSR, and in helping immigrants to adjust to
a new way of life in Atlanta. This is facilitated through
professional casework service.
2. Atlanta Bureau of Jewish Education - serves as the educa¬
tional consulting agency for Russian resettlement. As
such, the Atlanta Bureau of Jewish Education has developed
several programs to aide the Russians in their acquisition
of language skills. An ESL program has been or will soon
be implemented in each Jewish Day School, as well as at
the Jewish Day Camp. An ESL lead teacher and volunteer
aides staff these programs. An adult ESL program was
developed by the Atlanta Bureau of Jewish Education and
was implemented by the Atlanta Jewish Community Center.
A lead teacher and an aide teach the classes two evenings
per week. In addition, volunteer aides provide mid-week
tutorials to the adult ESL students.
3. Jewish Vocation Service - has a most vital role in the
resettlement process. During a Russian's first week in
Atlanta, the Jewish Family and Children's Bureau Social
Worker refers the client to the Jewish Vocation Service
for the purpose of discussing vocational plans. The
Jewish Vocational Service then attempts to place an indi¬
vidual in his/her occupational field, if possible. In
any event, the Jewish Vocational Service works toward
the goal of having at least one family member working by
the end of three months. At times, the Jewish Vocational
Service is able to arrange for a family member to go to
work in a much shorter time period.
4. Atlanta Jewish Community Center - As mentioned earlier,
the adult ESL program has been implemented by the Atlanta
Jewish Community Center with the aid of the Atlanta Bureau
of Jewish Education. The Center has also established a
transportation service for the evenings that classes are
held, to assist people in getting to the Center. In
addition, the Atlanta Jewish Conimunity Center has established
a socialization/acculturation program for Russian families.
The goal of such a program is to facilitate the family's
socialization process in both the general way of life cmd
general community, as well as in a Jewish way of life and
the Jewish community.
5. Atlanta Rabbinical Association - A congregational rabbi has
been appointed by the Atlanta Rabbinical Association to
serve as a liaison to the Interagency Resettlement Team.
The goal of this contact is to further facilitate Jewish
acculturation and identification among Russieui newcomers,
as well as to deal with specific Jewish rituals, i.e.,
circnimcision. A liaison is being appointed by the rabbi
of each congregation to coordinate an "adopt-a-family"
program in the synagogues. It will then be the liaison's
responsibility to find a family who will befriend a Russian
family and to help involve them in congregational life (i.e.,
attending services, sisterhood, brotherhood, youth group,
etc.).
Jewish acculturation is also being facilitated on another
level. Every student who attends the adult ESL program
has one hour during the evening when he/she is not in ESL
class. Thus, through the cooperative efforts of the
Atlanta Jewish Community Center emd the Atlanta Bureau of
Jewish Education, informal classes in Judaica are being
offered.
SUMMARY
Our resettlement efforts have grown tremendously during this year. As
our needs have grown and expanded, so have our services. In 1977 a
Resettlement Committee of the Social Service Advisory Board was formed
to set policy with regard to resettlement. At that time, both profes¬
sional staff and lay people felt the need for a formal set of guide¬
lines to increase our effectiveness as an agency involved in the re¬
settlement of refugees. Thus, a cooperative effort between the Reset¬
tlement Committee and the professional staff of the Jewish Family and
Children's Bureau, a Resettlement Guideline book was written emd pub¬
lished, "Shalom". Prior to our recent influx of Russian immigrcmts,
a city-wide task force was developed. Both lay emd professionals sit
on this committee zmd assist in the resettlement process by mobilizing
various community resources. Lastly, the Interagency Resettlement Team
was brought together by the Resettlement Program of the Jewish Family
and Children's Bureau. This professional teams meets on a monthly
basis to share information about new programs, to dialogue with regard
to developing new programs to meet expressed needs, emd to discuss
pertinent issues which relate to the endeavor of resettling 300% more
Russians than last year.
It is with this three level effort that the Atlanta Jewish community




Jewish Acculturation for Soviet Jews
1. The Jewish Family and Children's Bureau is the coordinating
and professional casework agency in Atlanta for Russian re¬
settlement. The professional casework staff is very attuned
to the Judaic aspects of resettlement. Thus, they support
the involvement of a family in Jewish life-cycle milestones.
For example, we have had Bar Mitzvaihs here, circumcisions,
and the casework staff interprets the benefits of Jewish
day schools for children. We recognize that resettlement
takes place in stages. One very important aspect of Judaic
acculturation is timing. Many of our Russian families are
not ready or prepared for an intensive Jewish identification
or experience in the beginning stages of resettlement. With
time, understanding and education, these families are helped
to gain an understanding and appreciation of what it mecms to
be Jewish. We have found that the primary needs of housing,
clothing, employment, etc., are of primary concern to the
Russian Jews when they first arrive. Once these needs are
beginning to be met, then families seem somewhat ready to
address themselves to their Jewish heritage. Older adults
often come to America with the goal of being able to actively
participate in a Jewish way of life. Some of the older adults
go to services on a regular basis, and participate in Judaic
activities. Some of the younger Russian refugees have no
sense of their Jewish heritage, history, and way of life. It
is especially with these immigrants that timing and a sense
of readiness is of extreme importance.
2. When a family arrives in Atlanta, the worker helps the family
enroll the child in one of the Jewish:elementary day schools
or the Jewish high school. Much of the Jewish acculturation
takes place in this Jewish day school experience. We have
found that the children bring much of what they learn home to
their parents.
3. The National Council of Jewish Women has- been a vital arm in
the process of Judaic acculturation. Periodically, Council
will hold holiday observance parties. For example, they may
have a Chanukah party, Purim party, etc. Although these 2u?e
quite light and are social events, they do bring the Russian
families together around the theme of celebration of a speci¬
fic Jewish holiday. Thus, on an experiential level, the
families can be part of the celebration of Jewish holidays.
Jewish Acculturation
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4. The Friendly Visitor Program attempts to acoulturate on a two¬
fold basis; general acculturation and Judaic acculturation.
Thus, a friendly visitor or host family may teach a Russieui
family how to go grocery shopping or how to use a bus system;
they also might have a family over for Shabbat dinner. Again,
•this involvement is on an experiential basis. The Russian
f2unily is able to observe an American Jewish family lighting
candles, saying kiddish, saying the ha-motzi, eating challah,
etc.
5. The English as a Second Language Program has one free hour
built into it. With this time available, a Judaic studies
hour was developed. The following topics were listed in an
outline to be covered in this Judaic hour of instruction:
Shabbat; Tisha B'av; Birth; Bris Mila; Bar/Bas Mitzvah;
confirmation; Taharat Hands hpacha; Kashruth; High Holy Days;
Sukkot: Simchat Torah; Bible; Divorce; Marriage; Jewish Law/
Halacha; Chanukah; Death and Mourning; the Synagogue; the
Jewish Home; Tu B'shevat; Rosh Chodesh; Jewish Ritual Objects;
Purism; Pesach;Yom Hashed; Yom Ha'atzmaut; Israel; Log B'Omer
Hasidism; Shavuoth; American Jewish Community; Reform, Conserv
ative and Orthodox Judaism; the Jewish Life Cycle; Tefillin:
Rabbinic Literature.
These topics will be taught over the period of a year's time,
and the responsibility for instruction in these areas will be
fulfilled by different rabbis in the Atlanta Jewish community.
6. The synagogues will be actively involved in the Jewish accul¬
turation process for Soviet refugees. A liaison rabbi. Rabbi
Shalom Lewis, has been appointed to help the Agency coordinate
the synagogue involvement program. Rabbi Lewis was appointed
by the Atlanta Rabbinical Association. He is in the process
of contacting all the congregational rabbis to involve the
synagogues in this role.
Each congregational rabbi will select one person in the congre
gation to serve as a host family or friendly visitor liaison.
When a family is referred to a specific synagogue, this liai¬
son will be responsible for matching the family with the con¬
gregational host family. The host family will then help
facilitate the involvement of the Russian family in worship,
sisterhood/brotherhood, religious schools, youth groups, etc.
All of the liaison contacts will come together to determine
how best to meet the needs of the Russian Jews in terms of
congregational life. In addition, they will receive super¬
vision and guidance through the Coordinator of Volunteer
Services of the Resettlement Program of the Jewish Family
and Children's Bureau.
7. A Soeialization/Acculturation Program has been established
by the Atlantal Jewish Conimxinity Center, which is the group
work agency in| the Jewish communal services domain. Again,
this acculturation program views the process in a two-fold
manner: general socialization/aoculturation and Judaic
socialization/acculturation. It is through this program
that experiential activities in Judaica will be developed
and implemented. Examples are holiday celebrations, arts
and crafts work with Judaic themes, Jewish cooking, etc.
A part-time worker through the Atlanta Jewish Community
Center hasbeen assigned to this program.
REPORT ON USE OF VOEmiTEERS
IN THE
RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM
No.I.Friendly Visitors - Friendly visitors provide a vital 34
service to our Progreun's resettlement process. They
serve as support systems to both new and residual
families, and through their efforts they promote both
general and Judaic socialization and acculturation.
In addition, friendly visitors have provided transpor¬
tation in emergency situations, as well as having
assisted families with completing forms and documents.II.Russian Speaking Volunteers - Often requests for trans- 3
lators overlap. For example, a translator may be need¬
ed in our office to translate during an interview, while
at the same time, a translator is needed at a physician's
office to translate during an examination. In addition,
the Resettlement Program has found the need for written
communication to the entire Russian community has in¬
creased. Thus, volunteers in this category have
assisted the Resettlement Program in these areas.
Lastly, Russian family members who speak English have
provided assistance when they are not working, in
this and other areas.III.Home Furnishings - The National Council of Jewish Women 7
has been a vital arm in the Resettlement Program, and
works in a cooperative effort with the Resettlement
Program in servicing Russian clients. There is a home
furnishings coordinator, a coordinator of furniture
pick-up, as well as a minimum of five other volunteers
who assist in the warehouse with general furnishings.IV.Transportation - A Transportation Program, in coopera- 11
tion with the National Council of Jewish Women,has been
developed to assist in treinsporting clients to various
appointments. This consists of a transportation coor¬
dinator and ten volunteer drivers.V.Medical Service - Outpatient medical care is provided 155
for Russian clients on a gratis or sliding scale basis
by a panel of Jewish physicians. Our Volunteer Co¬
ordinator has recruited some 155 physicians and other
medical/dental personnel who volunteer their time and
service. The Resettlement Program is now in the pro¬
cess of conducting another recruitment and we thus hope




No.VI.Concrete Services 6 Publicity - The Resettlement 1
Program has a one-fifth timevolunteer parapro-
fessional. She is responsible for the coordina¬
tion and scheduling of all non-emergeny medical
and dental appointments. In addition, she has
developed a relationship with the Admissions
Office of Grady Memorial Hospital so that we
may process applications for Grady cards in a
speedy and efficient fashion. Lastly, she is
in the process of developing a series of articles
about Russian resettlement to appear in the
Southern IsraeliteVII.Secretarial/Clinical Support Service - The 1
Resettlement Program presently functions with
a three-fifths time secretary. A volunteer
was secured to answer the office phones and
do light typing one day per week.VIII.TOTALS - 212 volunteers are participating in 212
various capacities in our volunteer program
servicing Russian clients. Volunteers are
given an orientation as to our Resettlement
Program, the stages of resettlement, special
adjustment problems and needs that they may
witness in working with Russian clients. In
addition, supervision is provided for volun¬
teers in order to give them the opportunity
to ask questions, discuss difficulties, and
get support.
